


Name: ________________________________________________________Period:_____________________

	“HOLES” WRITING CHALLENGE



DO NOW
1. Read the prompt below and annotate it.

Compare and contrast Stanley from the beginning of the novel to the end. How does his character develop throughout? In your response, address how his change is a result of his response to conflict. 

1. What is the prompt asking you to do?	Comment by Microsoft Office User: YES!
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
2. Write the sentence starter that your Introduction Paragraph would begin with below:

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
	What:
A claim is a statement at the beginning of an essay in which you give your answer to the prompt.
A claim should include the topic and what you will prove about the topic.
Evidence is specific quotations from the text that prove a claim is correct.
Analysis explains how the evidence connect to, or proves, a claim is accurate.
How:
Ask yourself: What is the prompt asking me to do? Break it down!	Comment by Caroline Spall: As we work with prompts today, we are going to do the following: 
Think about what the prompt is asking. Sometimes there are multiple questions or actions in one prompt. We don’t want to leave anything out! 
Think about what we have read and then come up with our answer! This answer is our claim! 
Back it up! The answer you come up with MUST be something you can support with evidence!  
Think about the text(s). What is the answer to the prompt?
Back it up! Ensure you have evidence from the text to support your answer.



	CLAIM STEP 1: Analyzing the Exemplar 	Comment by Caroline Spall: STEP 1 (7 min) 
We are now going to use the skills we saw in our KPs to practice with a selection of prompts. Let’s read through the prompts and ensure we are on the right track. 

CC S to read the prompt. Then CC a student to read the exemplar claim that is given. 

Now that we have looked at an exemplar claim that answers the prompt, take the next 3 minutes to answer the given questions. Write in complete sentences. Go.



1. Read the following practice prompt and response. 

Prompt: How does Zero respond to conflict in chapter 30 of “Holes” by Louis Sachar? 

Response: In Chapter 30 of “Holes” by Louis Sachar, Zero responds to the conflict between Stanley and Zig-Zag by running away from camp, showing he does not want to confront or be involved in any problems.

2. What two things is the prompt asking the writer to do?  	Comment by Caroline Spall: The prompt is requiring the writer to identify what the conflict is and explain how the character responds.

__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
	CLAIM STEP 2: Your Turn


Today we will write claims that respond to the following prompt: 
Compare and contrast Stanley from the beginning of the novel to the end. How does his character develop throughout? In your response, address how his change is a result of his response to conflict.	Comment by Microsoft Office User: Could we model using a Venn Diagram for students to choose to use?

Thinking Space























Your claim: 	Comment by Caroline Spall:  

A. How did Stanley's character develop from the beginning to end of the story? 
At the beginning of the story, Stanley lacks confidence, and is overweight ant bullied, at the end his curse is finally broken and he finds luck and friendship. 

B. How does Stanley's response to the conflict in the story create this change?
Stanley's character changes because he overcomes the challenges emotional and physical of camp Green Lake, and takes risks to protect his friendship. 








__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Review your claim using our CARS checklist: 	Comment by Microsoft Office User: Can we add boxes to check off?
	
	C
	Clear
	Is it clear, and does it give include reasons?

	A
	Accurate
	Is it correct?

	R
	Respond to the whole prompt
	Does it answer all parts of the question?

	S
	Supported by evidence
	Can you support or prove all the parts of your claim in your essay?

	EVIDENCE AND INFERENCES	Comment by Caroline Spall: 
1. What was Stanley like at the beginning of the story?
Stanley lacked confidence and was very unlucky. He was often bullied at school, and didn't have many friends.

Evidence bank: Ch 2
“Stanley was from a poor family. He had never been to camp before.”

Evidence bank: Ch 3
"He didn’t have any friends at home. He was overweight and the kids at his middle school often teased him about his size. Even his teachers sometimes made cruel comments without realizing it.”
“Stanley was not a bad kid. He was innocent of the crime for which he was convicted. He’d just been in the wrong place at the wrong time.”
“Things went wrong a lot. They always seemed to be in the wrong place at the wrong time.”

Evidence bank: Ch 5
“Theodore whirled and grabbed Stanley by his collar. “My name’s not Thee-o-dore,” he said. “It’s Armpit.” He threw Stanley to the ground.
Stanley stared up at him, terrified.”

Evidence bank: Ch 6
“Now, as Stanley lay on his cot, he thought it was kind of funny in a way. Nobody had believed him when he said he was innocent. Now, when he said he stole them, nobody believed him either.”
“Back at school, a bully named Derrick Dunne used to torment Stanley. The teachers never took Stanley’s complaints seriously, because Derrick was so much smaller than Stanley. Some teachers even seemed to find it amusing that a little kid like Derrick could pick on someone as big as Stanley.”
“As Stanley tried to turn over on his cot, he was afraid it was going to collapse under all his weight. He barely fit in it.”

Evidence bank: Ch 7
“The shovel felt heavy in Stanley’s soft, fleshy hands. He tried to jam it into the earth, but the blade banged against the ground and bounced off without making a dent.”
“He glanced helplessly at his shovel. It wasn’t defective. He was defective.”
“But by the time Stanley broke past the crust, a blister had formed in the middle of his right thumb, and it hurt to hold the shovel.”


2. What was Stanley like at the end of the story?
Stanley was much luckier at the end of the story when he finally broke his curse. He ends up making a friend for life in Zero, and is proven innocent from stealing the sneakers. 

Evidence bank: Ch 42
“Before that he’d been unhappy at school, where he had no friends, and bullies like Derrick Dunne picked on him. No one liked him, and the truth was, he didn’t especially like himself. He liked himself now. He wondered if he was delirious.”

Excerpt From: Louis Sachar. “Holes.” iBooks. https://itunes.apple.com/us/book/holes/id436688029?mt=11

Evidence bank: Ch 46
“Hey, Caveman, guess what?” said Mr. Sir. “You’re innocent, after all. I thought you’d like to know that. Your lawyer came to get you yesterday. Too bad you weren’t here.”

Evidence bank: Ch 47
“She turned on him. “I’m telling you right now, if any harm comes to him, we will be filing charges not only against Ms. Walker and Camp Green Lake but the entire state of Texas as well. Child abuse. False imprisonment. Torture.”
“It’s got his name on it,” said Zero. Stanley’s lawyer pushed past the tall man to have a look. “See,” Zero showed her. “Stanley Yelnats.” Stanley looked, too. There, in big black letters, was STANLEY YELNATS.”

Evidence bank: Ch 48
“The Attorney General handed Ms. Morengo a sheet of paper. “You’re free to go,” he said to Stanley. “I know you’re anxious to get out of here, so you can just keep the orange suit as a souvenir. Or burn it, whatever you want. Good luck, Stanley.”
“Soon all the boys from Group D had gathered around him and Zero. “Good to see you, man,” Armpit said, shaking his hand. “We thought you were buzzard food.”

Evidence bank: Ch 49
“So you couldn’t have stolen them,” said Ms. Morengo.
“He didn’t. I did,” said Zero.”
“Behind them the sky had turned dark, and for the first time in over a hundred years, a drop of rain fell into the empty lake.”

Evidence bank: Ch 50
“The reader might find it interesting, however, that Stanley’s father invented his cure for foot odor the day after the great-great-grandson of Elya Yelnats carried the great-great-great-grandson of Madame Zeroni up the mountain.”
“They turned out to be a lot more valuable than the jewels. After legal fees and taxes, Stanley and Zero each received less than a million dollars.”
“Besides being on the television screen, Clyde Livingston was also sitting on the couch next to Stanley.”
“Very softly, she half sang, half hummed a song that her grandmother used to sing to her when she was a little girl.”








Today we will write find the best evidence that proves our claim to the following prompt: 
Compare and contrast Stanley from the beginning of the novel to the end. How does his character develop throughout? In your response, address how his change is a result of his response to conflict.

	Evidence: Stanley at beginning of Holes
	Evidence: Stanley at end of Holes

	











	

	Evidence: Stanley’s response to conflict
	What does this evidence show? How did Stanley change, and why?
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Body Paragraph 3
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	FINAL DRAFT 	Comment by Caroline Spall: Stanley Yelnats is a boy whose family has been plagued with misfortune as a result of his “no-good-dirty-rotten-pig-stealing great-great grandfather” having failed to fulfill a promise. Stanley, falsely accused of stealing a pair of donated shoes from baseball phenomenon Clyde Livingston, is sent to Camp Green Lake. It is at Camp Green Lake where Stanley uncovers details about his past and also about himself. While at the beginning of the novel Holes by Louis Sachar, Stanley is a self-conscious and timid boy, at the end of the novel he becomes a strong and loyal friend. 

In the beginning of the novel, Stanley is a self-conscious boy who is unlucky and bullied at school. Stanley was, “overweight and the kids at his middle school often teased him about his size. Even his teachers sometimes made cruel comments without realizing it.” The teachers didn’t take his feelings about his weight seriously and didn’t act when other students would bully him, adding to his self-doubt. The use of the word “cruel” emphasizes how isolated Stanley felt knowing that even adults were mean to him. Because of his size, teachers assumed that Stanley could defend himself. When the bully Derrick Dunne would torment Stanley, some teachers found it, “amusing that a little kid like Derrick could pick on someone as big as Stanley.” Being picked on by Derrick made Stanley insecure about himself and it made it challenging to find friends. Ultimately, however, Stanley chalked up his difficult childhood to the unluckiness caused by his “no-good-dirty-rotten-pig-stealing great-great grandfather.” 

Camp Green Lake proved as a turning point for Stanley and how he felt about himself. When Stanley arrived at Camp Green Lake, he quickly realized that it was not actually a summer camp, but a correctional facility that forces boys to dig holes in the desert. The boys were treated poorly and forced to do manual labor in the sweltering heat. The boys were also threatened, deprived water, and ridiculed. After Zero ran away from the Camp, Stanley knew he had to go out and look for him. In following Zero, the great-great grandson of Madam Zeroni, into the vast emptiness of the dried up lake, Stanley fulfilled the promise made years ago by, “lifting Zero’s worn-out body off the ground,” and carrying him up the mountain. Stanley ended the cycle of unluckiness that has befallen his family. To end their years of bad luck, Stanley and Zero decide to return to Camp Green Lake to, “dig one more hole” and find the treasure of Kissin’ Kate Barlow. 

The harsh conditions at Camp Green Lake forced Stanley to change, both physically and how he felt about himself. In digging holes every day, he, “was a lot stronger than when he first arrived. His body had adjusted somewhat to the heat and harsh conditions.” In digging daily, Stanley was strong enough to carry Zero to the top of the mountain and end their misfortune. Additionally, Stanley formed friendships at Camp Green Lake. The boys banded together in the “trenches” of camp. The other campers gave Stanley the nickname Caveman, which, “meant they accepted him as a member of the group.” Stanley uses this word “accepted” to demonstrate that he is no longer the outcast. Stanley formed a friendship so strong with Zero that he followed him into the desert and saved his life on top of God’s Thumb. Stanley didn’t have friendships before he went to Camp Green Lake.  Stanley and Zero become so attached that Stanley refused to leave Camp Green Lake without Zero. When his lawyer prompts him to leave, Stanley replies: “I can’t leave Hector.” He will not abandon Zero, a true sign of friendship. The once timid boy stood up to protect his friends. 

Stanley was sent to Camp Green Lake as a punishment for a crime he didn’t commit. The thought was that he would serve his sentence of manual labor and change his deviant ways. However, Stanley got so much more out of his stint at Camp Green Lake. Through the harsh physical labor and unforgiving conditions at Camp Green Lake, Stanley changed from being self-conscious, overweight and lonely to a strong boy with deep friendships who was finally accepted as part of a group. Stanley’s experience at Camp Green Lake demonstrates to the reader that challenging circumstances help us grow as individuals. 
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	4
	3
	2
	1
	0

	Claim
	Intro claim and mini-claims are clear, correct, and makes an argument that shows full and complex understanding of the task
	Intro claim and mini-claims are clear, accurate, and makes a basic or literal argument that shows the scholar understands the task
	Claim and mini-claims are unclear, and makes a basic or literal argument that shows the scholar partly understands the task
	Claim and mini-claims are not correct or shows the scholar does not understand the task
	Claims are missing.

	Evidence
	Evidence is well-chosen and clearly  connects to or proves the claim.
	Evidence is mostly relevant and sufficient to support the claim.
	Evidence is mostly relevant, but insufficient to support the claim.
	Evidence is irrelevant and does not support claim or argument.
	Evidence is missing or writer uses mostly personal knowledge.

	Analysis
	Analysis is deep, thoughtful, original, and connects evidence to the claim.
	Analysis is mostly literal and connects evidence to author’s broader purpose or message.
	Analysis is repetitive or restates evidence and may not connect to author’s broader purpose or message.
	Analysis is incorrect.
	Analysis is missing  or writer uses mostly personal knowledge.

	Conclusion
	Conclusion ties together all evidence and analysis, and quickly restates the scholar’s answer.
	Conclusion ties together some evidence and analysis, and restates scholar’s answer.
	Conclusion restates the scholar’s claim in different words.
	Conclusion is present but incorrect.
	Conclusion is missing.

	Grammar and Spelling
	All words are spelled correctly, all grammar is correct, essay is neat and professionally organized
	Almost all words are spelled correctly, almost all grammar is correct, essay is neat and professionally organized
	Most words are spelled correctly, most grammar is correct, essay is mostly neat and professionally organized 
	Essay contains many spelling and grammar mistakes, essay is not neat, essay is disorganized
	Spelling, grammar, neatness, and organization seriously impact the ability of the essay to be read 



Score: _____/20

Scoring Guide

	A
	B
	C
	D
	F

	18-20
	16-17
	14-15
	12-13
	Below 12






